
Bidding After Partner Responds 1NT 

If you open the bidding with one of a suit and partner responds 1No Trump 

they are saying that 

• they do not have a 4 card suit that they can bid at the one level. 

• they cannot confirm a fit with your suit. 

• they have enough HCP to respond (so 6 or more). 

• they do not have enough HCP to respond at the 2-level (so 9 or fewer). 

What Should Opener Rebid? 

If opener has a balanced hand they can  

• pass, if there is no chance of game. 

• bid game with a strong enough hand. 

• invite game by bidding 2NT if they want to find out whether responder is 

maximum or minimum for their 1NT response. 

If opener has an unbalanced hand they can 

• rebid their suit at the 2-level to show extra length and a hand not 

interested in bidding game. 

• bid 2 of a new suit below the level of their opening suit to show a 4-card 

suit and a hand not interested in game. 

• rebid their suit at the three level to show a strong hand with a good suit. 

This is generally not played as absolutely forcing. 

• bid 2 of a new suit above the level of their opening suit to show a 4-card 

suit and a strong hand. This is forcing – responder must find a bid – but 

is generally not played as game forcing. 

• bid a new suit at the 3-level to show a new suit and a game forcing hand. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


