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Opening Leads and Signals 

When you lead an honour against a suit contract and win the trick you have to 

make a decision about whether to continue the suit or switch to another suit. 

The recommended approach is for opening leader’s partner to play a low card 

to encourage a continuation and a high card to suggest a switch to another 

suit. Let’s look at some examples. 

 

West leads king.  South will probably play a 

low card at trick one and if West continues 

the suit declarer will make both their ace and 

jack. East should play a card that will 

discourage West from continuing the suit. 

For most partnerships a high card 

discourages a continuation, so East should 

play the 7 at trick one.  

 

 

 

West leads the king, dummy plays low, East 

contributes the 4 and declarer plays the 5. 

West may be tempted to continue the suit – 

after all, the 4 looks like a low card – but if 

West looks carefully they can see all the spot 

cards higher than the 4. The only cards 

missing are the A, J, 3 and 2. In this context 

the 4 is actually a high card. 

 

 

West leads the ace against a suit contract. 

East wants their partner to continue with the 

king and then a third round which they can 

trump, so they play their lowest card, the 4. 

However, if declarer plays the 9 it is not 

obvious to West whether their partner has 

played their lowest card from 6-4 or their 

highest card from 4-3-2  
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