PLAYING NO TRUMP CONTRACTS

You should make a plan of attack before playing to the first trick. Ask yourself:

1.
2.

w

How many tricks do | need?
How many tricks do | have on top? Count your winners.
e Check whether you have enough winners to fulfil your contract.

. How many more tricks do | need?
. In what suit can | create these extra tricks?

e Long suits are often a source of potential extra tricks.
e You may have to lose a trick (or two) to set up extra winners.

. Think about entries.

e Check that you can manage the entries to cash your suits.

. Create extra winners before cashing your top cards in outside suits.

e If you cash top cards in outside suits you may be creating extra
tricks for the defenders.

. Stick to your plan.

e Keep working on your long suit until the extra winners have been
established
e Remember to cash the winners that you have established.
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West Narth Fast South
1NT
Pass 3NT All pass

Westleads the Q¥ against South's 3 NT. Declarer can see two tricks in spades,
two in hearts, two in diamonds and one in clubs. Diamonds offers the best
prospects of making the extra tricks required. South should lead diamonds at trick
2 and continue the suit. The defence will make a diamond trick with their
combined holding, but once the defenders' diamonds have been played South will
be left with two small diamonds, both of which are winners.
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If Southis panicky aboutlosing the lead and cashes all of their top cards before
leading a third diamond to set up their suit then this will be the situation. South
can lead a diamond but the premature cashing of South's stoppers in the outside
suits means that the defence will take the last six tricks with their queens and
jacks and tens.



