Five Minutes With...
Jenny Zeitz, Mt Barker
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Jenny in her garden

A conversation from the Hills table

For those who have played on a Monday at the Mt Barker branch of the South Australian
Bridge Association, Jenny Zeitz is a familiar presence at the table, with her calm, precise
and quietly funny manner.

Away from the bridge table, Jenny tends to one of the most impressive gardens in the
Hills. In addition, she spent many years teaching and ran a lead-lighting business for
three decades — a craft that demands the same patience and exactness she brings to
bridge.

Here’s what Jenny had to say:
How did Bridge come into your life?
About fifteen years ago. | wanted something that challenged me differently from teaching

and gardening. Bridge ticked every box — logic, partnership, and the fact you can never
quite get it perfect.
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How often do you play now?

| only play once a week, but | would like to play twice. | have too many other things going
on. I'm still gardening and doing all sorts of other things. I'll probably play more in the
future.

Do you play with the same partner? What do you expect from them?

| have a new partner now, and I've only had her for a couple of months and she’s terrific.
She wants to learn and try new things, so that’s great. I've had probably three major
partners. The last one | had for eight years but unfortunately, he died a couple of months
ago. He was the one who got tea and coffee for the ladies, or anyone else that wanted it.
He was very caring. He used to only play Acol, but now I'm back to the Standard
American Yellow Card.

What made you walk into the Mt Barker club for the first time?

| joined the Mt Barker club for the challenge of the game. At the time, Barbara Travis, a
fine teacher, was involved and we were based at the Mt Barker Golf Club. | used to do
the table organisation and that sort of thing. As | got more experienced, | occasionally fill
in as a director in a mild, minor sort of role. It’s only if our real director is otherwise
occupied. Now | help in ad hoc roles at the Mt Barker Bridge club, which is located in the
Community Centre.

What are the benefits of playing bridge?

There are two sides really. There's the social aspect, and there’s improving your brain or
keeping your brain alive- those two things really. | was hooked by the logic of the game. It
can be fun. It's rewarding. It’s also annoying. But if you like games and you like to compete
with other people, then it's great.

What are your favourite books or learning resources for bridge?

I've read books in the past. In fact, since I've had this new partner I've become a bit
obsessed with watching YouTube. YouTube is a fantastic resource. It's got so many bridge
lessons on there and exams and systems. It's wonderful.

Tell us about your life outside bridge, your interest in gardening and other
hobbies

What I've mainly got hydrangeas, but I've got everything. It's quite a mix. But I'm known
for my hydrangeas, and that’s what people come to see. When the hydrangeas are out
and everything else is out flowering in summer and autumn, it's fantastic. Teaching was
my career for many years — you learn to read people quickly and | ran a lead-lighting
business for thirty years. It's slow, careful work. You can’t rush it. I'm also in a book club,
a history club and | play tennis
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What is the bridge success closest to your heart?

Playing well with a partner who trusts me. That matters more than points.

What are the top bridge tips for other players?

Slow down. Think. And don’t assume your partner is psychic.
Another is: Just learn to say pass and don’t try to be in every contract.

What’s next for on your bridge journey?

To keep playing, keep learning, and keep enjoying it.

Jenny's Favourite Bridge Quotes:

“But no woman really gets old inside until she's dead or takes to bridge.” (From
Joyce Cary’s novel, The Horse’s Mouth, which Jenny remembers reading at school.)

“One advantage of bad bidding is that you get practice at playing atrocious
contracts.” (From Mason Cooley.) Jenny quips: This quote sums up my game or at
least gives me an excuse for my bidding.
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